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Commemoration Ceremony

REUNION WILL BRING BACK MANY MEMORIES
Medal Urged
34 Years Ago
Randy Bryant sent this information that he read in a
Florida newspaper concerning
Matty Urban. The secretary's
office has been contacted by the
War Department and supplied
many names and addres'ses of
former members of the 60th
Infantry. . They will be con. tacted for verifications.
Miami Herald

20 Apr79

Bv MORRIS S. THOMPSOl\i
. Herald Staff Writer
In 1945, Earl Evans wrote the
War Department nominating
his World War II commander,
Matt
Urban,
for
the
Congressional Medal of Honor
Colonel Harry :\. (Paddy) Flint. . for his leadership and valor
under fire.
In 1979, the Army answered July 25, 1979, will be the 35th
asking for details, please.
anniversarv of the death of
Lost Letter Tells Hero's Tale
Colonel H;rry "Paddy" Flint,
the famed World War II com"Apparently, Evans' letter
mander of the 39th Infantry. In
was lost after the war," an
his honor, the 1st Battalion, 39th
Army bureaucrat said ThursInfantry,
plans
a
comday, "but from all indications,
memoration ceremony in I.e
Matty Urban was a bona fide
Dezerf, the small French town
hero."
where Colom.'} Flint died.
Shuffling in their"files, Army
DEDICATIO'
officers discoverf'd Evans'
~'II:>
ct:-,<.·Il'lId<"
i.~'
n\.'
,J
nominating letter. They also
sponsored by the cit Iz('ns and
found a Legion of Merit and a
war veterans of the Lp Oezert
French Croix de Guerre that
area, will take place on Jul:\' 2H
Urban should have received
and will highlight thl' dpdication
decades ago.
of a small memorial to Colonel
EVANS, NOW a Miami Beach
Flint. A select group of soldiers
liquor-store owner, said Thursfrom the 1st Battalion. :39th
day that he's pleased and
Infantry, will take part in the
surprised the letter he wrote
ceremony.
abouthiscaptain when he was a
('OHDIALLY IN\'ITED
sergeant might result in Urban
A II vetera ns of th(' :39th
getting "what he deserves - at
Infantry and of the 9th Infantry
last," the nation's highest
Division an' cordially' invited to
military honor.
attend. Lodging is available in
The chances appear to be
Lc Dezert or in the surrounding
good that he Will, says Lt. Col.
area. L(' Dezert is located in thf'
Vernon Hull, head of the Army's
Normandy penninsula, south of
military awards office.
Cherbourg, near St. J ean-deUrban, 59, now recreation
Daye.
director for the town of Holland,
Mich., already has seven
Please direct any questions to
Purple Hearts, two Silver Stars
the Project Officer, myself: LT
and two Bronze Stars.
James H. Baker (193-44-5284),
After
an
acquaintance
Co. A, 1-39 Infantry. APO NY
prodded him, Urban asked a
09034. Thank you very much.
few months ago what happened
Sincerely yours.
to Evans' recommendation.
James H. Baker

The 60th Infantry boxing team in England <I944) led by Matty
Urban ·(then a Captain) shown on the left. We wish him all the
best on his recommendation for the Medal of Honor.

+++

OLD RELIABLES
It's now thirty-four years
since the association was formed and we feel that the "Old
Reliables" have tried their
uppermost to perpetuate the
memory of our fallen comrades
and keep alive the spirit de
corps of the old outfit. Many
young people have been
assisted to further their
education
through
the
Scholarship program. We
sincerely hope the approaching
reunion will be the start of
another thirty-four years of
notable achievements.
RANK WITH THE BEST
As things look right now the
34th reunion will rank with the
"best" of reunions. Reservations have been pouring in at
the Galt Ocean Mile Hotel in
Fort
Lauderdale.
After
checking into the Hotel the
members can shake off their
cares and fatigue by diving into
the Ocean or the huge outdoor
pool. A "dip" will prepare them
for an exciting, fun filled
weekend or as many members
will be staying for a week or
more of relaxation.

MEMORIAL SERVICES
Sa turday
morning
all
members, wives and guest will
assemble outside the hotel
where a Memorial Service will
be conducted for the department men of the Ninth. This
being the most solemn part of
the three gathering - "never to
forget our dead".
BANQUET AND DANCE
Saturday evening the banquet
will be held at 6:30 P.M., with
short speeches, so that we will
have more time to shake the old
legs and the dance floor.
FISH FRY
The
usual
welcoming
reception will be held on
Thursday night but added to the
package this year will be an old
fashion "Fish Fry" on Friday
night held around the pool.
There will be dancing later in
the evening.

TO ATTEND
General Edwin Randle, Ret.,
former Commanding Officer of
the 47th Infantry writes
"Looking forward to seeing you
in July. The only thing that
could keep me away in July is if
I have to walk for I gave that up
in 1927."
Father Edward Connors who
hasn't missed a reunion in years
will be there. He's recently
announced that he will conduct
another Memorial Mass and
Services this year on November
4th in Worcester.
GET nlTT YOlTR
DUFFLE BAG
Take time out and make your
reservation right now, get out
your old Duffle bag and pack
your togs and swim suit and join
your buddies for three days that
you will long remember.

A rr" \' lion or.\9 /(fll~l.fnla"

WTith ()utstandinp .4tvard

Tip Of The Hat
Once again the association is
grateful to these members who
remember the Memorial Fund:
William Greco, Harry Chase,
Sandy Burns, Glenn Smith,
Robert Gibson, Fred Veno,
Charles
Maraldo,
Milton
Hacker, A.T .. Forrest
We salute these men and to
Charles Maraldo who for the
past years has been extra
generous, a special thanks.

The army discovered the
snafu, and proceeded to investigate
Evans'
praise
because the law permits
military honors to be conferred
late jf the nomination were
made within two years of the
event.
Commander 2nd Bn 60th Infantry
EVANS WROTE in 1945 that
Urban inspired his men to repel
German attacks and performed
lreroically in Tunisia, France
and Belgium while commander
of the Second Battalion of the
Ninth Division's 60th Infantry
Regiment.
Now tha t the nominalion has
been found, Evans claims have
to be documented. Then the
case for Matt Urban's medal
would have to travel through
the Senior Army Decorations
Board, the Army Chief of Staff,
and the secretary of the Army
to President Carter before the
medal could be pinned on Urban.
Evans hopes that good word
will come in time for the war
veterans' annual reunion in
July in Fort Lauderdale this
year.

Lt. Col Michael B. Kauffman is shown in a photo from back in

1944 just before Normandy.
. The Army's Outstanding
Civilian Service Award was
presented to "MG Michael B.
Kauffman (USA - Ret.) for his
"significant contribution to
military education and to the
Army Museum System as
president of the Fort Douglas
Museum Association." General
Kauffman helped organize the
associa tion four years ago and
gathered support for enlarging
thE'
museum's collection,
conducting research, and
deigning exhibih.

The <lward was presented by
MG Louis C. Menetrey, commander of Fort Carson, Colo.,
on 24 October at a well-attended
lunch(·on. Guests included the
rnemb('rs of thE' association's
110ard of directors. MG Maurice
L. \\'atts, the Adjutant General
of Utah, and MG Franklin L.
McKean. commander of the
96th :\rm~ Reserve Command.

reulill dates julJ 28-28

........

~~~.-.~~.-.~~.-.

A~
,

~w.

t

w
0CMfei1

,

De

t

Vincent Gugli.lmlno, 1st VP
·14 (harles Street
I=loral Park, N.Y. 11001

Ralph Carel, 3rd VP
Kilmer Street
Chev~rlY Manor, Md. 20715
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1979
Charles Koskie, Sehlll.r Park, III.
George Bako, Bronx, N.Y.
Francis Maher, Worcester, Ma.
Pat Decolll, Philadelphia. Pa.

t

There is not death ~
The stars go down

t

To rise upon some other shore.
and bright in Heaven's jeweled
crown
They shine forevermore

t

1910
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Michael Der.sh, WOOdbridg•• N.J.
Charles JQnes, Mcl-ean, Va.
William Bongiorno, Bedford, Ma.
Robert DeSandy, St. ClairShores, Mi.,
Elias Hopkins, Feasterville. Pa.
,
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Harrison DaySh
uO~~ Advocate
4303 Carriage Court
I( Insington, Md. 20795
j
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John Bonkowski, D.troit, M,'h.
Dave Gelman, Forest Hills, N.Y.
Salvator. Tra~ni, Rockvill., Md.
Paul Kell.r, Columbus, Ohio
Frank Ozart, Frankfort, III.

EIr:'1cr Wagner, 2nd VP
2833 Hotchkiss Road
Bay City, MI. 4706
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Daniel Quinn, Secretary
412 Gregory Avenue
Thomas Boyle, Treasurer
Weehawken, N.J. 07017
39 Hall Avenue
$omerville, Ma. 021-44
Board Member Emeritus
.
Maj. Gen. Louis A. CraIg (Ret.)
Honorary Member Emeritus
Rev. Edward Connors. worcester, Mau.
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And ever near us. though unseen
The dear immlJt Lal spirits
tread:
For all the Lundless universe
Is Life-there are no dead'
Rev. Louis Kines - 39th Inf
Chaplain
:\iorman Martin - 60th Inf
Joseph Scuitchas - 3rd Bn 60th
Inf
James Murtha - B Co. 60th Inf
Reymond Barnes - Hq's 2nd Bn
60th Inf

t

May we offer our condolences
on behalf of the membership
and may they rest in peace.
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Board of Governors
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Received two phone calls
within a week about the death of
two members both of whom we
got to know real well through
the association. Buck Kehoe
phoned on June 11th and to~d us
of the passing of Father Kmes,
former Chaplain of the 39th
Infantry and on June 18th
Charles LiBretto informed us of
the sad news of the demise of
Norman Martin of the 60th
Infantry. Both of these members attended many a reunion
but for the past few years for
reasons of health they could not
attend. This did not dampen
their spirits or love of the Ninth
Division as they kept contact by
mail.
The Rev. Louis J}ines, a
former professor of history at
St
Joseph'
College
in
Philadelphia was a native of
Baltimore, Maryland. He
taught at the college from 1966
to 1971. After being discharged
from the Army, he helped
returning veterans adjust to
college life at St. Joseph's
College. He is survived by a
sister Mrs. David Hawells of
Catonsville, Md.
Norman Martin had recently
moved to Winter Park, Florida
from his home in Belleville,
Illinois. He suffered the last few
veal'S with cancer and although
he was given a short life expectancey after his first
operation he "hung in" there for
a few more years. His wife had
taken care of him and he was at
home till the last few hours of
his life.

NINTH INF&"iTRY DMSION ASS'N.
~~RSmp APPUCAnON
.~~ Dan Quinn • .'Vall. S~cr"'tln-, 9th Infanlry Division Aun.,
~

-1.12 Gr~lt0ry .~v~., \l·eehawken. :'4.). 07017

~~

Enclol'lt>o plt>al'lt> find cl ut>!'l for:
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BEN A DE WITT
LO\\Tl· I~I Uff'.

I wo. a member of,

§

Ballery

; Company

; Regiment

9th Div.

~. I ~itlh to sign up for the following:
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~ Regular ~emher, per year
~

Three·Y~ar Memb~r

,--,
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Ladies' AuxiliRry Member

n
150.00 L...;
$ 2.00 ~

Donal ion :\1emorial Scholanhip Fund
Octofoil Automobile license Disc __
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Combat Route Map
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I wrote to American Legion
Magazine asking if I could get a
historY of the 9th Infantry
Division and on February 7.
1979, they referred me to your
headquarters so on February
8th I wrote and inquired about
such a book hut I have not
received the letter. I must
assumt' y uu have not received
the idtN
1\1\ oldest son Benni(' A.
DeWitt. :n2097S0. Pd, Co. F 60th
Inlantrv. 9th Infantry Division
perm<1I1ently interred in U.S.
\lliilan Cemetery St. Laurent,
Franct'. Plot E - Row 10 Gave
'27. headstone cross. We an'
Sioux Indians from the Lower
Brule. S.D. Indian reservation
and I am still a W.W. I vet but
our ranks arp thinning from old
age. Bennie was killed at St. Lo
July 14. 1944. I inquired as to

Minutes 131st Meeting Board of
The 1318t meeting of the
National Board of Governors
was held in Pittsburgh, Pa., on
May 19th, 1979 at the Marriott
Inn. The meeting was called to
order at 4: 15 P.M. by President
Francis Maher. Attending were
John
Bonkowski,
Robert
DeSandy, Pat DeColli, Elias
Hopkins, Charles Koskie,
Michael Deresh, Dave Gelman,
Paul Keller and Sal Trapani.
Also in attendance were John
Clouser Chairman of the
Scholarship Committee, Judge
Advocate Harrison Daysh and
member from Pittsburgh
Thomas McGinley.
President Maher asked the
members to stand for a moment
of silent prayer in memory of
the departed men of the Ninth.
The secretary read the
minutes of the 130th meeting
that was held in Worcester on
November 4, 1978. Upon a
motion duly made by Paul
Keller and seconded by John
Bonkowski it was voted to:
Accept the reading of the
minutes and to instruct the
secretary to place copy of same
on file.
The treasurer Thomas Boyle
supplied the members with
copies of the income and
spending of the last quarter
(January to March), Upon a
motion duly made by Robert
DeSandy and seconded by Pat
DeColli it was voted to: Accept
the treasurers report.
Scholarships
John Glouser Chairman of the
Scholarship Committee briefed
the members as to how the
recipients are judged according
to their academic and financial
needs.
The
committee
recommends that awards be
granted this year. Upon a
motion duly made by Charles
Koskie and seconded by
Michael Deresh it was voted to:
Accept the report and recommendations of the Scholar~hip
Committee,
~
A member from New York
had submitted a plan for the
Scholarship Committee and
upon a motion duly made by
Paul Keller and seconded by Sal
Trapani it was voted to.
Reject this plan as it doesn't
conform to the present set up of
the Scholarship Committee or
program.
John Clouser will be retiring
and moving from Illinois and he
requested that the Scholarship
Committee continue under its
present set up and upon a
motion dulv made bv Robert
DeSandy a~d second~d by Sal
Trapani it was voted to: Continue
with
the
present
Scholarship committee.
Resident Agent
The association's corporation
papers are filed in Illinois and
the agent is John Glouser (must
be a resident of the State) and
upon a motion duly made by
Michael Deresh and seconded
by Elias Hopkins it was voted
to: Appoint Charles Koskie
(from Illinois) as the resident
agent.
t10\\
ll(' (fi('d from the war
d('partnwnt and they said it was
impossibl /' to ascertain the
cause I advprtised in thp
~ ,egion l\lagazine as to anyone
knowing how he died. I received
letters from families who lost
loved ones then I hit the jackpot
whpn his buddy was with him
when hI' \\as killed. H(' said not
to worn as the wounds he got
\\('n' (' I~a n wounds. He said the
G('rm<lfl~ made three attacks
tllat <la\, h<' said they got
lknnie the second attack. His
1'111"(·'
out of the Army and
IIVlflh
ChIcago. His name
,\ .
p, [ ,
first nam(' and
(Ill' I
" .... ,', f 1"1
,ost III moving for
whIch I an' \"('ry sorry for I
f 'fli JI (:
IJ<I f .',ood correspon-

In

\\ III

Governors
$30 - Three Day Cost
The secretary Daniel Quinn
reported on the progress of the
79 Florida reunion. He reported
that reservations for the hotel
are reaching the 100 mark and
that members be asked to send
their reservations in as early as
possible. A Fish Fry is planned
for Friday night although with
the usual welcoming party for
Thursday
evening and the
Banquet and dance for Saturday night. The cost for the three
days will be $30.00. Upon a
motion duly made by Paul
Keller and seconded by Robert
DeSandy it was voted to: Accept the report on the reunion.
Upon a motion duly made by
Pat DeColli and seconded by
John Bonkowski it was voted to:
Reim burse the secretary the
sum of $200.00 for partial expenses incurred on his triq to
Florida in December of 1978. In
the absence of a chapter in
Florida the association will
conduct the reunion and the
secretary has made all the
necessary arrangements at the
hotel in Fort Lauderdale.
A discussion was held on the
purchase of decals (Division
insignia) and upon a motion
duly made by Dave Gelman and
seconded by Charles Koskie it
was voted to: Instruct the
secretary to purchase 2000
decals.
Worcester Memorial
Fran Maher reported that
Father Connors will conduct
another Memorial Mass and
Services on November 4, 197:).
As Father Connors will be
retiring soon, he thought that
the Memorial held last year
would be the last but the gang
has persuaded him to conduct
another for this year. More
details will appear in the Octofoil.
A member had requested his
letter of a year ago be published
in the

Octofoil and upon a

motion duly made by Charles
Koskie and seconded by
Michael Deresh it was voted to:
Instruct the Editors of the
Octofoil not to publish the letter
in the best interest of the
Association. President Maher
will write to the member and
explain the Board stand and
perhaps resolve the matter.
Fran Maher submitted a bid
for the 1981 reunion for the New
England Chapter and John
Bonkowski submitted a bid for
the Michigan Chapter. Bids are
acted upon at the annual
meeting.
Shoreham For 1980
Sal Trapani reported that the
D.C. Chapter had selected the
Hotel
Shoreham as the
headquarters for the 1980
reunion
to be held in
Washington.
There being no other business
to come before the Board and
upon a motion duly made by Pat
DeColli and seconded by Elias
Hopkins it was voted to: Adjourn the meeting at 6:25 P.M.
Respectfully submitted
Daniel Quinn
National Secretary

Edi tors note:
The secretary made sure he
dug up a book for the fa ther of
Ben DeWitt. Our stock has long
been depleted but an oversight
like this had to be corrected.
The Gold Star parents wen'
mailed a copy of "8 Stars to
Victory" when the book was
publish~d in 1948. We don't
know how Mr. DeWitt was
overlooked but with the
thousands of books that werp
mailed we can understand how
an error could be made

THE OCTOFOIL
WORCHESTER MEMORIAL
NOV. 4th
I know that this news will be
welcomed by all the members
of the 9th Div.
Fr. Connors will hold his
Annual 9th Div. Memorial Mass
this year on Sunday Nov. 4th,
1979, also the Saturday night get
together and the Banquet at the
Sheraton-Lincoln.
MAKE EARLY
RESERVATIONS
We have a different setup this
year on the rooms. We received
~nly a few rooms from the
Sheraton-Lincoln Inn, but I do
have 100 rooms at the Holiday
Inn, which we used for a good
many years and I also have 25
rooms at the Day's Inn which is
very near to the SheratonLin~oln for all rooms this year
there is a cut off date of Oct. 4th
at the Days Inn. and the rates
for the 9th Div. Members is as
follows. The Days Inn which is a
double room at $24.88, for Days
Lodge which is a Suite goes for
$27.88, Extra Person in room is
$4.00. A $15.00 Deposit is
required for all reservations.
The Holiday Inn Rates are
$25.00 Single and $30.00 for a
double Extra person is $4.00 Cut
off date is Oct. 20th. Please
make your reservation as early
as possible because they will not
hold the rooms, you can contact
me by phone or letter and I will
make your ~rrangements.
Francis K. Maher
14 Davenport St.
Worcester, Mass. 01610 Phone
(617) 756-1803

"They say that millions of
germs can live on a dollar bill.
They'rl' lucky. with me it
doesn't even buy lunch."

++

President's Message

Florida Keys

Dear Members
I am sure that each and
everyone of you by now through
all the publicity that has been
published that the Annual
reunion will be held in Ft.
Lauderdale Fla. July 26,27,28.
This is the off year which is
outside of our Chapters and run
by the National Board of
Governors six man Committee
picks the site every other year
the board of Governors votes on
the recomendation of the site
Committee.
This year we need the support
of all our members for a successful reunion and a good
turnout at our General meeting
so that we can conduct the
business so vital to the
organization and the betterment of the entire membership, and the most important
part of the Memorial Service
where each and everyone
pledged to perpetuate the
memory of those we left on the
battlefields of Europe and all
those who have gone to their
eternal reward the short time
we spend in dedication is no
comparison to those who gave
their lives.
Surely at the end of the war
we promised each other that we
would never lose sight of each
Comrade that we served with,
please don't let time dim your
memory of your nearest friend
or a buddy that you may have
had somewhere in the Division.
Join us at Ft. Lauderdale and
renew old friendships and I am
sure you will leave there
promising never to miss
another one.
Please make your reservation
now.
Yours in Comradeship
Francis K. Maher
Natl. Pres.
9th Inf. Div. Assoc.

Not too far from our
headquarters is the Florida
Keys and for those who are
staying in Florida for extra
days a trip to this area is a
must. Another trip is planned by
many of our members and they
will be heading to Disney Land
located about a three hour drive
North of Lauderdale.

~

l'rn not too sure about by

11('\\

doctor. He told me I" \'e got .1
temperature of 102 degres:-:--but
he added that It'S really only
99.1 if you includt' th(\ wind-chill
factor.

***

you are planning on moving
please notify the secretary of
,our new address. It win save
postage and keep you on the
Octofoil mailing list.
II

Map of Fort Lauderdale - The Galt Ocean Mile
Hotel is located on the Ocean off Oakland Park
Blvd. at Route AlA. (P-26-center of map)
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If you preter to get your own
feet wet. skin and scuba diving
facilities s~ve the ~more adventurous.
While Key Largo is the
largest and northernmost island
of the Keys chain, there's lots
going on north. south, east and
west.
An island-hopping auto cruise
might include:
Thea tel' of the Sea in
Islamorada. Long Key State
Park and Sea World's Shark
Institute in Layton, Flipper's
Sea School on Grassy Key,
Bahia Honda State Park at
Bahia Honda. the National Key
Deer and Great White Heron
Refuge on Big Pine Key. and
Summerland Orchid Gardens
on Summerland Key.
And only bridges away is Key
West. where they applaud the
sunsets at Mallory Square.
Hemingway loved it here. So
does Tennessee Williams. And
various people into the arts.
Attractions range from a 90minute Conch Tour Train to a
self-guided Pelican Path Tour
that gives sightseers the opportunity to explore on foot or
bicycle. Sights vary. from the
Hemingway House. where the
author wrote several novels, to
the Audubon House, where
James Audubon painted the
birds of the Keys.
They call Key West natives
conchs and one of the things
conchs talk up is the food in Key
West, from conch chowder to
turtle steaks, And don't forget
that Key Lime pie. It's worth
buying extra to snack on in the
car because it makes the miles
pass faster on the Overseas
Highway.

~

BOCA·RATON

PALMETTO PARK RD.

~

They call it the "land that's
mostly water and sea that's
mostly sky." That's the Florida
Keys. perfect for an auto cruise,
gas permitting. And cruising
the scenic Overseas Highway
by car will give visitors an
eyeful for the 1l3-mile oceangoing highway links 29 islands
that spans 43 bodies of water.
The Keys unlock a variety of
vaca tion pleasures. from
campgrounds (state parks
provide more than 1.700 campsites. many equipped with full
water and electrical hookups)
to Key Largo. land base for the
first 'underwater park in the
continental U.S.
If the name Key Largo rings a
bell. chances are you are a
movie buff because Humphrey
Bogart starred in a movie of
that name. The name of the
underwater park is John
Pennekamp Coral Reef State
Park, where glass-bottom boats
provide a closeup view of the
reef. which is part of the only
living coral rf'ef formation
along the coas t of North
America.
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Variety of Vacation Pleasures
Key Largo rings a bell
Island-hopping auto cruise
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Just the price of coffee will
keep you awake.

Looking South of the Galt Ocean Mile Hotel-the Fort Lauderdah'
fabulous beaches.

There's nobody harder to find
than a witness to an auto accident. Unless, of course, it's
somebody who saw you make a
hole in one.

This is not the welcoming party on Thursday night of the reunion
but a photo of men of the 39th Infantry going to work on a keg of
liberated beer from the Germans. The picture. is dated
:\'ovember 1944.

THE OCTOFOIL

mail call
Continued
9th Sig. Co.
MANDO A. COCCHI
50 Melville Street
Springfield, Ma. 01104
You don't know me but we
may have something special. I
went to this small diner and
mentioned to John Pappas
about a school chum that just
died. He was talking and so was
I, and it came out we both were
in the 9th Division. He was in
the artillery and I was in the 9th
Sig. Co. He told me of the
Association, of course, I never
knew there was one. He's been
in for over thirty years. He
wants me to join, and I say it's
too late.
I landed D 12 in France and
was with them till the end except getting hurt for three
months. I'd like to join for one
year for now and will pay up for
three years after. It's been so
long, I don't know. I showed
John some pictures I have, and
he says, you'll like them for
your Octofoil. He let me have
the Nov., Dec. Octofoil as an
Everett Spink item was in it. He
was a 9th Signal Co. Vet. I'll
write him and send him my
pictures. It's been so long,
names don't ring any bells. I've
even forgotten the names in my
own outfit.
P.S. I'll write again.
26th F.A.
Service Btry.
MANNY EFFRON
1809 Brickell Avenue
Miami, Florida 33129
Enclosed is a check for 1979
dues and also included is a
booster ad. I apologize for being
late on the membership dues.
Just returned from Manitoba,
Canada, where I have spent the
last few months with my
brother who was very sick. He
passed away April 4th. I will.
attend the Division Reunion in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida in
July.
60th Inf.
MARVIN E. TREAKLE
RD 1 Box 93
Clinton,la. 52732
Can't tell you for lack of
words how I look over the Octofoil when it arrives and the
proud feeling tha t comes over
me to have been one of the
greatest of all divisions, the
Ninth. So that it don't stop
coming, I am sending dues for
the next three years and hope
I'll be around to send in another.
It seems the roster of those
answering the last roll call is
growing ever longer. I thank
God every day for reasonably
good health and ability to take
care of myself and help others.
My day runs from about 6 a.m.
to 11 p.m. during the summer.
We have about 21/2 acres garden
including vegetables and small
fruit. Strawberries are the best
right now and keep us busy
besides
planting
and
cultivating. Also am doing
building trades work about 40
hrs. a week. Some would call
me a handyman as I do most
anything that could need to be
done around a home. But now I
am getting tired sooner and
know that time is not far off
when I'm going to have a slow
down.
Had hopes to get to Ft.
Lauderdale as my sister-in laws
live there but now hopes are
slipping away as they plan to
come North on vacation which
is the same time and
those
dollars are getting harder to
come by. However, the $13.00
dues enclosed is the best spent
money of the year.
Keep up the good work - 3 of
us here enjoy it here.

47th A.T. Co.
ROGER GARTLAND
255 Charles Street
Watertown, N.Y. 13601
We just arrived home from
the Southland. We had no
worries about snow during the
winter months from December
through April.
Give our regards to the
"gang" when you meet in Fort
Lauderdale.
746th Tank Bn.
H.J. MORRIS JONES
Route 5, Box 87
Lexington, Virginia 24450
If you are interested in
members from attached unit,
please accept the enclosed
covering a year's membership
and a combat route map.
I was Plat. Ldr., 2nd Plat., Co.
A., 746th Tank Bn. from the fall
of Cherbourg until a few days
after Thanksgiving '44. My
platoon was attached to 2nd Bn.,
47th Inf. Regt. . At this time, I
was captured while trying to
find G. Co. in the dark about 2
a.m. Just had a coincidence
hard to believe. Ran into Frank
Smith of Southern Pines, N.C.
Frank told me he was C.O. of F.
Co. when he got captured in
Africa! !! Small world! ~
Co. B. 39th Inf.
CLIFFORD CHEW
1109 Layette Ave.
Scottsdale, Pa. 15683
Here is money for membership. Will have to wait to see
how my husband's feet and legs
get. He is having problems.
Before he decides if he can go to
Reunion. Sure wish he could
make it.
Co. M. 60th Inf.
BILL ZIMMERMAN
:33:11 Orlando Avenue
Balto., Md. 21234
Enclosed check for three
years dues. I belonged many
years ago, in moving I just J1)ust
have lost the address. I got in
contact with Karl Brady, he
sent me the address and application to get back in good standing. My family has grown - a son
and daughter both married - one
grandson that my wife and I
both enjoy. So hope I'll be
hearing from some of my
friends.
84th F.A.
DICK O'CONNOR
9567 Blufond Avenue
Whittier, Calif. 90605
Sorry to be late with the dues.
I thought I had paid it earlier in
the year.
Things here are OK. I'll mail
this to you on the wjay to the
golf course. This is leading you
into my big deed of the year.
Last week I shot a 78 and won a
golf tournament of forty guys. I
was the old man of the tournament. Got two nice cups.
Hope to make Florida and get a
game in down there.
Enjoyed the affair in Worcester last year. but was sorry
Tony
Chaconas
from
Washington was so sick. Spoke
to him on the phone and he
seems to be a lot better.
Keep well, Dan, think of you
and the New York gang often.
Med. Det. 60th Inf.
CARL C. MEHLBERG
105 West South Avenue
Houghton, Michigan 49931
I noticed by my last issue of
the Octofoil tha t my dues are
due again. Am enclosing my
check for $13.00 for the next
three years. I look forward to

receiving each issue. I talked to
Gen. Westmoreland in St. Pete,
Fla. in 1977 when I bought a
copy of his book, A Soldier
Reports. Also heard from Al
Ricovard, a former 9th Medic in
January, 1979.

Co. L. 47th Inf.
SALVATORE TRANQUILLO
P.O. Box 24
Portchester. N.Y. 10573
I'm enclosing my dues for
1979. I enjoy reading the Octofoil and keeping up with the
news.
Thank you very much for the
reminder. I'm retired now and
sort of taking things easy. Don't
get around much to any of the
meetings or reunions. Have a
pleasant summer and my very
best to the fellows.
15 Engrs.
ALEX T. FORREST
50 Glenbrook Road
Apt. 14N
Stamford, Ct. 06902
Herewith my check for three
year dues plus dona tion to the
Memorial Fund.
I was sorry to read of the
death of Bob Ashworthy in the
latest issue of the Octofoil. Bob
was regular Army and joined
the 15th Engrs. at Fort Bragg
following service in Greenland
..vith the 5th Inf. Div. He was an
~xcellent soldier who has hit by
3.n "s" mine at EIGuettar wnich
resulted in major damage to his
spinal cord. I last saw him in the
field hospital North of there but
corresponded for years. He was
in "A" Co.
Your recent article on the
memorial service for Lt. Ware,
"B" Co. 15th Engrs. also
brought back memories of a
fine young officer. He was killed
on Palm Sunday by a strafing
plane at the railroad station
West of Sedjenane. I know that
somewhere in my files I have a
photograph of his initial grave
there.
With best regards and best
wishes for a successful Reunion
in July.

M. Co. 47th Inf.
JAMES M. WINGATE
409 (3ardenia
Biloxi, Miss. 39531,Enclosed find dries for three
years After attending the N.Y.
gettogether my health has been
on the decline so have not been
able to make any more of the
get togethers. Had made plans
for Ft. Lauderdale but will have
surgery again on the 11th of
June so that will take care of
that. Hope this finds you well
and have a great time in
Florida, heist one for me.
60th Inf.
VINCENT MITCHELL
P.O. Box 218 Jericho Rd.
Sherman, Conn. 06784
Dear Dan:
After being an original
member of the association, I
became a black sheep and
stopped paying my dues after
about ten years
However, Harold Frederick
(I think from the 84 Field) and
his wife who both work in the
school I teach in happened to
mention they had gone to his old
outfit's reunion. I inquired and I
could have dropped when he
said the BIG 9.
So Harold brought the
prodigal son home.
Enclosed is a check for $50 for
a LIFE MEMBERSHIP. I'm
taking no chances this time.
By the way I will be in Ft.
Lauderdale at the time of the
convention. Thanks and regards
Vince Mitchell
P.S. Retiring this June to
enclosed address.
Co. H, 60th Inf.
WILLIAM J. BRADY
162 N. Dover St.
La Grange, Ill. 60525
Greetings to everyone in H
Co. 60th Inf. Whatever hap-.
pened to H. Stussman of F and
E. Anyone know his address'? I
talk to Gen. Craig when I'm in
D.C.

M Co. 60th Inf.
CARL K. BRADY
P.O. Box 84
Mobile, Ala. 36601
Dear Dan:
Hello from Mobile. First off I
want to apologize for being late
with my dues. After that I want
to tell you and other 9th people
what a grand time we had at the
convention and also the
Memorial Mass. Incidentally I
have started restoration on the
history building I spoke to you
about at Worcester. More about
that later.
This year thanks to Albert
Lubrano and Wilfred Thornton I
received several letters from M
Co. fellows who possibly could
become members. One was
Allen Ruce, 226 N. 4th St.,
Winnecome, Wis. 54986, another
was Bill Zimmerman, 3331
Orlando Ave., Balto., Md.
212234, and George Gilmore,
1243 35th Ave., San Francisco,
Cal. 94122. Most M Co. 60th men
will remember Lt. Ray J. Smith
of the 3rd Platoon. He lives about
15 miles from me. You met him
at the convention. He retired as
a Lt. Colonel. Former 1st Sgt.
Alva H. Denham lives here also.
H anyone would like the addresses of either, please write
me. Ray and his wife invited us
to the Silver Anniversary Ball of
the 49rs, a Mardi Gras mystic
society. Mobile is the Mother of
Mardi Gras in America. I would
like to mention also that Cole
Gronseth and his wife visited us
last summer. Had a nice time
talking about the war. Cole
lasted to the end of the war. He
has many pictures and slides of
the last campaigns of the 9th.
He was the last company
commander of M Co. We went to
the French quarters in New
Orleans and Cole tried to drink
Pat O'Briens dry. Had a fine
time and jazz and booze is
cheap in New Orleans. Cole's
address is Rt. 1, Box 200, Suttons Bay, Mich. 49682. Also •
would like to, say a few wdrds
about an old M Co. machine
gunner, Bob Bovanizer. He and
his lovely wife Marge have
attended all of the conventions
that I have been present at and
were with them at Worcester.
Maybe some people would like
to drop him a line. We hope to
have a good turnout at the next
convention. I found Ray Smith's
address, Rt.1, Chunchulla, Ala.
36521.
Med. Del. 39th Inr.
WILLIAM W. KELLER
Mechanicsburg, Ohio 43044
sorry to be late this time.
I always value my membership in the great 9th Infantry
Pivision Association and have
many memories of the time I
spent with the 9th Division. I
went overseas in March 1943 as
a replacement. We landed at
Oran, Africa after a 21 day
crossing when our convoy lost 7
ships. We were very glad to get
on dry land after that crossing.
From Oran I was a driver in a
truck convoy to Bizerte in May
1943 and after getting to Bizerte
I joined the 9th Division. At
Bizerte the African campaign
had just ended and the division
came back to Oran and I rode in
a 40 & 8 rail car. We were at
Oran in bivouac until time for
the Sicily campaign and we
again went back to Bizerte, this
time on top of 2% ton trucks.
On July 10th, 1943, we were in
on the invasion of Sicily.
Will try to make the reunion
this year.

jull 28-28

Mike Deresh
Co. C. 60th Inf.
9218-40th Way.
Pinellas Park, Fla. 33565
How the divil are yuh? Is
anyone contemplating to come
to
Florida
and
make
prepa ra tions for the convention? If so let me know - then
I will visit my' daughter in Fort
Lauderdale and get together
with who ever it is. What will
m:-: function he? It 's Saturda~
now and tht' sky is starting to
clear up - will go swimming in:l
little while and figuf(' on
finishing this l('lter hefon' I do.
My daughter spent fivt' days
with us - \\T alternatp ('very
month - I will visit her in April.
By the way I joined the Elks Lodge No. 2217 - very active - I
eat then' almost every Friday participate in all of the affairs
and }"pcently
becamp :1
\'oluntp('r ;It the Bay Pines
Vetera ns Hospita I in St.
Petershurg. V(TY sad when I
talk to somp of these guys that
arc "('('ufwrating and they feel
b('tt(,! . I1pn son1('one talks to
them
, lwar ;lbout Jackie
.', (' - I remember him
n) f h(' pas t conventions - he

L!,

:""

a bar in Brooklyn and

I

f larry l\lpltzer. Yes-time'
110

on

Nothing else to
h('st to your wife
:: til<' guy's
"'1'.\

Co. L. 60th Inf.
FRANKLIN W. GUNTER
42:3 South 34th Street
Tacoma. Washington 98408
I have been a member sinc('
the organization was organized
over in Germany after the war.
I hav(' been a member too mam
years to think of dropping th~)
dues. Of course, living out here
\\I1('r(' thp division is stationed
nfm at !"ort Lewis, we arp wpJ]
acquainted with thl' things
which the Octofoil Division dot's
for the community here.
The rpason why our nanH'
appeared in red on the paper
was that both of us placcd our
chang<' of address cards in our
card cases and theY staved
tht're until our names ~lppea~ed
in red on the paper this last
tinH'. Of course, hy looking at
our cards it was easy to see wh\
the name appeared' as it did ..
Thanking you in advance for
your assistance and wishing
l'veryone continued joys and
happiness.
Co. lVI. 47th
WILTON TAYLOR
Star Rte., Stop 6
Lost Hills, Ca 93249
I was in Bahenfield at an
Antique Furniture Show and
saw Art Waldron who retired
from Mobil Oil. His brother
Blackie Waldron (Co. E. 60th
Inf. W.W. II) was fishing or
hunting in Alaska recently and
fell on ice and pulled ligaments
loose from underneath arms.
He was sore but is better. He
was a POW for a long time in
Germany and was in a V.A.
Hospital
near
Detroit.
Michigan. I wrote to the 9th
Chapter there and they visited
Blackie in the hospital.
Do you hear from Richard
Kennon at Creston, Iowa'? He
was in Co. M. 47th then served a
hitch in Air Engineer Battalion
in Germany after war. He lost
his wife in death 12 years ago,
was living with a daughter but
no news lately. Hope someone
knows of his health. Best wishes
to all you 47th men as well as all
the 9th units. Mayall your years
be happy and healthy over.
Keep the Octofoil coming and
all you fellows write to Octofoil
in Mail Call and sound off as to
where you are.

Continued. Page S

When was the last time you wrote a letter to our
Mail CaD Column?

THE OCTOFOIL

mail call
Continued
Co. E. 47th Inf.
MILTON HACKER
809 S.E. 5th Ct.
Deerfield Beach, Fla.
Well, I'm here in Florida
residing in Deerfield Beach,
just North of Ft. Lauderdale.
My wife Dorothy passed away
August,
1977. Since I'~e
remarried and moved South m
January, 1979. I'm only married
6 months. I've got a good mate,
to have, as w~ were both alone.
We expect to be a t the convention in July. I hope to see
Randle as I sang in his glee club
under his leadership.
That's all for now, glad to get
the "Octofoil".
Anti-Tank Co. 39th
DAVID KIDD
1758-13th Ave. No.
Lake Worth, Fla. 33460
Enclosed is check for my
dues.
I was with Batt. C 26th F.A. at
Ft. Bragg and in Africa. I was
transferred to 39th Anti-Tank at
the time of Kasserine Pass and
remained with 39th till the end
of the war in 1945.
.
I will be at Ft. Lauderdale m
July and hope to see some of my
old buddies there.
Hope some of them make it.
Co. L. 60th Inf.
GENE DILLMAN
8272 N. Wisner Avenue
Niles, Ill. 60648
Sorry I'm late sending in my
dues. Enclosed is check for
$15.00, :3 years dues and $2.00
Booster.
I am now retired on disability.
Last May I had kidney failure.
Was in the hospital 3 1 2 months.
Three days a week I go on the
Dialvsis machine, 4 1 2 hours
each time Other than this I'm
O.K. I can still drive the car and
work in my yard garden.
PS Sorry I won't be able to
attend the convention.
Co. II. 47th Inf.
WILLIAM SEYF"RIED
8 Wren Court
Northport, N.Y. 11768
Here is my check for 1979
dues. Sorry to be late but it did
slip my mind. I can't make t~e
Reunion but I hope the 34th IS
the best one.
2nd Bn. 60th Inf.
FRANK CLARK
201 Kreitzer Ave.
Bloomington, ILL 61701
Enclosed please find ch~ck
for dues. We sure were plannmg
on making trip to Florida, but
my mother-in-law had a heart
attack and we have to change
plans. Good wishes to everyone
of the 9th
Co. M. 60th Inf.
GEORGE J. BRUM, JR.
33 Colleen Street
Newark, N.J. 07106
Received your delinquent
notice and it isn't because I
forgot about it. Just too lazy to
get around to it. Well I am
feeling fine and hope you are
likewise. Enclosed is $15 money
order which $13.00 will go for
the 3 year package deal and
$2.00 is for a booster in the
Reunion book. Co. M. 60th In£.
Dan, I do have sad news of one
of my buddies also from
Newark. my hometown. His
name was Joe Scuitchas and he
was from Co. M. 60th and also
Pioneer Platoon - 3rd Bn. Headquarters 60th. He passed away
in February (cancer). I am sure
Co. M men would want to know
about his death because he was
a very friendly person and. he
will be missed. Before closmg,
Dan I would like to say hello to
all
M. members of the 60th
and to Robert Daran of Co. M.
send me Phone No. of your
Florida address, Bob. That's all
Dan. Regards to all.

CO.

Co A 15th Eng.
HENRY SANTOS
9701 N46th St.
Tampa, Fl. 33617
.
Enclosed is my check m the
amount of $35.00, $10.00 for an
I'lith page copy attached, in the
souvenir program and $25.00 to
be applied to memorial fund.
I had a stroke on Christmas
Eve that had me in the Tampa
V.A. Hospital for a month.
Thank God I've come a long
way in my recovery with the
help of the many Doctors,
Nurses, Therapists etc. plus the
attitude I've had. I was down,
the only way to go was up. I
guess you can say it was the
greatest challenge I've had t.o
face in my life. Much credIt
must go to my dear wife who
had to care to my many personal needs, still does to some
extent.
My right side was knocked out
but I can now walk pretty good
and take care of most of my
needs. I've become quite
proficient in one hand typing on
my manual machine. If my
fingers don't get stronger pretty
soon I guess I'll have to go for
an electric one.
Caroll & Helen Devoid spent
Jan. to May in Charlotte Harbour, visited me while at the
hospital, it was grea.t to s.ee one
of the gang. SometIme m late
March or early Aprii I was
surprised again with a visit ?y
Pete and Jean Strach along WIth
the Devoids a short but great
time. Just before Snow bird
Devoid went back to Vermont
we went down for a weekend
with them and visited with RU~s
and Dot Bassel who was a Lt. m
"A" Co. 15th Engrs. but a
promotion took him to. HQRS,
CO. Russ is a winter reSIdent of
Port Charlotte. All in all a great
winter.
.
The main reason for writing IS
that I want you to know that I
have the time and am willing to
do anything to help out at the
convention. -I've made reservations from the 26th but can go
before or stay after if I can be of
some help. Please let me know.
I'll close now with our best
wishes to you, your fine family
and any of our friends you meet.
Henry
15th Engs
WALTER MILLSTINE
3826 19th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33713 .
Thanks for the Octofoil WIth
the information on the Reunion.
Enclosed find dues and booster
donation.
By the way, Lt. C. Creal
Chenault, Company A, 15th
Engineers passed awa~.
Hope to see you m Fort
Lauderdale in July.
Best regards.

Co F. 47th Inf.
F.M. SMITH
P.O. Box No. 1075
Southern Pines, NC 28387
Enclosed is a check for $50.00
for a Life Membership in the
Association; let me know if
inflation has changed the rate.
Continue to enjoy the Octofoil.
I'm sure all of us appreciate the
time and effort you have and
continue to put into the
organization.
Since this is Memorial Day up
in Yankee land, plan to drop a
note to Ed Hopkins after this. As
things stand now, I will be in
Lauderdale for the "big event"
and I am looking forward to it.
Best Regards.
Co. B. 47th lnf.
JOSEPH METSCAVAGE
1201 W. Coral Street
Shenandoah, Pa. 17976
Enclosed find check to renew
my membership. for thr.ee
years. Hoping all IS well WIth
you and your family.

2nd Bn. 60th lnf.
CARL HULL
1022 S. Eli Dr.
Tucson, Ariz. 85710
Dear Dan; I was thinking I
was about due with my dues
when I received the red label so
promptly wrote a check but put
off sending it so I could include
a note.
I just turned 62 so figured a
good time as any to put in for
retirement. I will have some to
do the things I've put off for too
long.
We had our youngest-of four
boys- in a cycle accident twelve
years ago and he suffered ~x
tensive brain damage at SIXteen. He really never got over it
until about two years ago when
he had a brain operation. We
knew something more was
wrong and kept having extensive tests and he was told it
was all in his head. It was
seepage where, as he said, felt
like his brain was floating in
water. The operation helped but
it could break and have to be
redone.
He has been rejected so many
times because he is slow but he
finally got a job the other day
and we hope he will be able to
hold it.
This all has taken a lot out of
both my wife and I and we have
let many things go including our
correspondence but hope to get
with it again.
I doubt we will be able to get
to the convention again this
year as Dolores has back
problems and can't sit for long
periods but keep it in mind. We
have attended in the past and
still hope to.
I meant to inform you Ray
Barnes 2nd. Bn., Motor Pool
Sgt. died about 2 years ago. His
son was killed on a cycle about a
year before that. My son had
been after him to give it up for
some time. Ray lived at Ft.
Huachuca, Ariz.
My best wishes to you and
thanks for all your good work.
26th F.A.
LOREN L. DOYLE
RR 1,
Humboldt, Ill. 61931
Dear Daniel, Enclosed please
find Loren's dues for Life
Membership. That's still a
bargain!
Loren is enjoying retirement.
Presently refinishing an antique rocker from my parent's
attic. Keeps busy working with
leather, wood, and occasionally
the dishpan as I am still
teaching school. Retirement for
me is still several years away.
Our sons are 'coast to coast'.
Elder son at Alexandria,
Virginia and leaving the Army
this year so he can go on with
his first love- chemical
laboratory work. He said he got
tired of playing Boy Scout and
sleeping in tents. Sounds like
the infantry?? Younger son is
also a captain- but in the US
Marines, stationed at 29 Palms,
CA. He is married and the
father of our grandson. Too far
awav for us to do a very good
job ~poiling. though.
Best of luck to all members.

2nd Bn. Med.
Det. 47th Inf.
HUBERT LAWRENCE
1215 E. Turley
Sherman, Texas
After 35 years in the grocery
business and ten years in the
cattle business I have finally
retired.
My wife and I are in good
health, and unless inflation and
the energy situation gets too
bad we plan to travel.
.
I enjoy reading the OCtOfOll,
and maybe we will make one of
the conventions.

9th M.P. Platoon
JACOB NAILOR

312 Brandy Lane
Mechanicsburg, Pa, 17055
Dear Dan; I trust this finds
you and your lovely wife in good
health and getting ready to go
south for the reunion.
I haven't made a reunion
since Chicago. I had high hopes
of being in Philadelphia but I
went into the hospital last July
23rd. to have right knee joint
replaced. I felt that with that
out of the way I would get to
Florida for this one. My plans
got messed up again as I went to
the hospital again March 3rd. to
ha ve the same thing done to my
left knee. I got out April 13th and
am on the mend. I will still not
be in shape for a trip so all I can
do this year is ask you to say
hello to the gang that attends
the reunion for me.
I would like to hear from any
of the M.P's if they have time to
write. I haven't beenabletowork
for over two years and don't
expect to be able to go back ~o
the work I was doing so I WIll
have time to answer all letters I
receive.
I want to express my thanks
to you for the terrific j~b ~ou
are doing for the aSSOCIatIOn.
Just keep the Octofoil coming.
My wife Nicke and I always tr,Y
to get it first and both read It
from cover to cover to keep up
to date with the news and
happenings of all the friends we
have in the association and look
for new ones who might have
just joined up.
Thanks again Dan and all the
best.
9th Signal Co.
JOHN SIMONS
4074 Wilshire
Abilene, Texas 79603
Dear Dan:
Enclosed is my check for a
three
year
membership
renewal, this should take care
of the manner in which my last
Octofoil was addressed.
Your letter was very much
appreciated, after rea~iing it. I
called Jimmy Kmght In
Houston and Walter Price in
Carbondale, Penna. and we
decided to buy a quarter page in
the souvenir program. Enclosed
is a rough sketch of our
congratulatory message, also
my check in payment of same.
Please send me three copies of
the program so I can show
Jimmy and Walter their money
was well spent.
For the past several years I
have been contacting former
members of the 9th Signal
Company with the thought of
having a reunion. To this date I
have located only sixty and am
now convinced our best bet
would be to join the 9th Division
Association and hold our
reunion in conjunction with
theirs. Enclosed is a list of those
I have contacted, please send
them a copy of the Octofoil with
an invi ta tion to join the
association.
I would appreciate hearing
from any former member of the
9th Signal Company. A card or
letter will put them in contact
with at least 60 of their former
Buddies.
I cannot make the reunion
this year in Florida but
hopefully we can attend next
year in force. Keep up the good
work, Dan, and hope to see you
next year.

Co. F. 60th Inf.
ROGER WALDVOGEL
2026 S. Chapin St.
South Bend, Ind. 46613
Sorry for the delay. Please do
not cut of the April 20th paper.

9th Signal CO.
KENDALL W. GUILFORD
Box 8164
John F. Kennedy Sta.
Boston, Mass. 02114
Dear Dan; While I have the
time and the means am forwarding dues for membership
for 1980, 1981-82. At 74 years of
age anything can happen and
fast so I want to not miss the
"Octofoil" in any event.
Expect soon to have second
cataract operation which has
been long delayed by other
operations.
In retirement thanks to ham
radio I am on the air again after
a lapse of 4 years. So if any ex 9
signal men are hams my call is·
-KA-I-BAN working all bands
Best Regards To All.
Co. B 60th Inf.
CHARLES J. DUSKY
1410 Robinson St. No.7
San Diego, Calif. 92103
I had the honor of serving as a
Rifleman with "B" Co. 60th In£.
Regt. 9th Infantry Division
during World War n. My full
name and rank was PFC
Charles J. Duzynski 10601308.
U.S. Military Intelligence
documents relating to my POW
status and Escape from the
German POW Camp at
Damigni, near Alencon France,
have finally been located at the
National
Archives
in
Washington, DC. The date was
July 5, 1978. It is listed under
Escape and Evasion Report 946
for Charles J. Duzynski. It was
never recorded on my military
records, nor was it ever listed
on Index tapes, computer tapes,
or G2 or G3 Intelligence
Records or G2 9th Infantry
Records. There are twelve
documents, most of which are
marked Secret, Top Secret and
Confidential. The documents
have been examined by the
Dept. for the Correction of
Military Records in the Pentagon have been found to be
authentic and they have ordered the documents to be
recorded in their proper
Military Records.
If the National 9th Infantry
Division Octofoil Division Association is interested in copies of
the documents, I will be happy
to send them to you. I took great
pride in serving in the 9th Infantry Division and would be
honored if they would .be included in the Associa tion
Records.
I had the last name Duzynski
legally changed to Dusky in San
Diego in 1965. I was captured on
June 15, 1944 and Escaped on
July 16, 1944. I reached Allied
lines on or about August 1, 1944.
I was dressed in civilian clothes
during my escape.
P.S. I would appreciate it if
you would send any information
as to what books are available
on the 9th Infantry Division
during World War II. I would
also appreciate any information
on any future 9th Infantry
Reunions. Please send list of
books available and price list.
Thank you.

3rd. Bn. Hq.
Co. 47th Inf.
HAL C. SAUM
Box 450
Elm Creek, Neb. 68836
Enclosed is check for dues.
Would like to hear from anyone
in Radio Section. Would sure
like addresses for Dave Moore,
Jules Fand, Harry Offsey,
William Darden, Lt. William
Phillips, Mike Pelle, Ken Jones
or any others who remember
me. Living way out here in
Nebraska, I don't see many
who served in the 9th.
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Joe Lacic Remembered
Memorial Day Services were
held on May 27th for Joe Lacic.
His wife, Cecil and her family
were all present. A good
number of Illinois Chapter
members were present to honor
Joe who passed away last Fall.
The services were conducted by
John Cluser and a benediction
given by Bud Remer. Taps were
sounded by Paul Clark's
daughter. It was a very impressive ceremony.
After the services, all the
members adjourned to the
home of
.John and Helen
Clouser for our annual picnic.
Food .and drinks flowed freely
as dId the stories of old.
Lorraine Clark donated a hook
rug of the Octofoil for a raffle
which was won by Bill Hennemuth. Since Bill's wife was
out of town that week, he had
something to keep him warm. A
bead plant holder was also
donated by the Clark's and was
won by Bob Winkelman. A good
time was had by all and our
treasury is a little richer.
Retirement Ranks
Two more of our members
have now joined the retirement
ra~k~, John Clouser. after being
prmcipal of Main East High
School for fourteen years and a
teacher for many years prior to
that, will be taking life easy.
John and his lovely wife, Hellen,
will reside part time in Florida
and part time in Michigan. They
wwill plan their move to Florida
to arrive in time for the reunion.
Chuck Koskie, after 39 years
wi~h the Gas Company, plans to
enJOY the leisure life in Schiller
Park along with many trips to
upper Michigan for fishing.
Chuck and Irma became the
proud grandparents of their 1st
grandson, making a total of
t~ree grandchildren. By the
time they reach Florida for the
reunion, they expect to be
showing off more pictures
their fourth grandchild which is
due the beginning of July. The
Koskies will be the best baby
sitters around.
Good luck to both and may
you have many more years of
rest and relaxation.

ot

Farewell Party
A surprise farewell party for
the Clousers will be held at the
home of the Koskies on June
23rd. All of us will miss seeing
John and Helen at the Illinois
doings. They promise to stop by
and see us whenever they are in
town. They will be at reunion
and plan to attend the outstate
m~et.ing in Grand Rapids,
MIchIgan in October.
Surprise Visit
The Winkelman's were paid a
surprise visit by Father Rowan.
Father was in town for a short
stay and was able to have
dinner with the Winkelmans.
Plans are being made to
attend the annual reunion in
Florida by the Clarks
Winkelmans, Koskies, Frank
Ozart. Bud Remer, Clousers,
Belmontes and the Gheres (our
ne\vest IllinoisMembers.)
Larry and Kay Ghere are not
c~ancing any gas shortages and
WIll be flying to Florida. First
couple down will set up the CP
room.
'~o Continue Sending J\ews
Smce John and Helen are
leaving the Illinois area, we
have been selected to report on
t~e n~ws of the Illi~ois Chapter.
\\ e WIll try to contmue sending
in the news as well as the
Clousers did.
Respectfully submitted,
Mr. and Mrs. M. Belmonte
1161 S. Lombard Ave.
Oak Park, Illinois 60304

MICHIGAN DOINGS

T~e Chapter's Meeting on

LOVELY WAY
Apnl 7th was a very enjoyable
TO SPEND DAY
Jerry Horowitz was not a
In conjunction with its'
occasion. Our Hosts, Pres,
On Palm Sunday, Rose & I
member of our association as of
regular meeting on May 4th,
Leonard & Sally Kowalski were h~d the. privilege of having
late. Due to thedeteriorationof
1979 at the 69th Regiment Ardelighted to see such a won- dmner WIth Bill & Lucile Anhis health he became lax in
mory, East 26th Street and
derful turn-out at their home in drews at The Schensul's on the
being a dues paying member.
Lexington Avenue, New York
Mt. Clemens, Mi.
outskirts of Grand
Rapids.
Jerry long a member of F Col
City, The New York Chapter
There was plenty of good food There were two buses loaded
39th Inf. He was a replacement
held our Past Presidents' Night.
and r.efreshments and a night of down with all kinds of items
during our long campaign in
The following Past Presidents
speCIal celebrations. All 38 Members, musicians and
Europe.
were present: Irving Feinberg,
present had a great time. We dancers from my P.L.A.V. Post
Hq. 2 Bn. had a mascot. This
Arthur R. Schmidt, Vincent
drank a toast to Fred & Jane No. 169. We were on the way to
dog was found somewhere in
Guglielmino, Frank Fazio
Josey on their Anniversary
our annual pre-Easter visit at
France. Burp received his
Emil P. Langer, George Bako:
beginning of the month; Sally the Grand Rapids V.A.
name after he kept jumping in
Presidents Plaques
Kow~lski's Birthday, the Hospital. Bill & Lucile joined us
fox holes whenever he heard
President Alfred Orletti
prevIOUS Sunday; Don Lewis' in handing out some goodies and
shells coming. Burp our mascot
requested each Past President
Birthday, the day before and spreading good cheer. It was a
often went astray, ever so often
to stand as his name was called
mine on the coming Friday the lovely way to spend the day and
Jerry would return our lost dog.
and, as he did so, he was given ~
13th. How lucky can you get? we are looking forward to next
Of course when this dog was
round of applause. Past
HERE NTHERE
year.
returned to our Hq. Jerry was
Presidents Emil Langer and
Good to see Len & Lorry
Chuck & Doris Williams have
reimbursed with a hot meal
George Bako were presented
De~ell make this one, although their reservations all set and
instead of eating canned C
with plaques bearing the 9th
a bIt late. They arrived just as are anxiously awaiting the
rations. It could be possible that
Infantry Division Insignia and
the Business Session for the Reunion in Florida. From the
Burp received his name after
the year they were President.
"Guys" was ending. The eve- show of hands, we will have a
the German Burp guns.
Past President Harry Wax was
ning was still young and they good turn-out at the Convention.
All this is just memories as
presented a plaque at the April
A recent note from Gerald
joined in the fun. It was Lorry's
we lost Burp before we left
6th meeting because he was not
lucky turn, winning the Regular Teachout in California exGermany to go home to the good
able to' attend the May 4th
Bottle Raffle and yet another pressed his kind appreciation in
old U.S.A. With Burp a memory
meeting. The Chapter will
reason for celebrating. The bi- the help given him in his search
all these years now Jerry too is
present plaques to Past
monthly Drawing again had for former "F" Co. 60th men.
a memory for he too has gone to
Presidents Joseph Kearns and
fine support. Thank you all.
He was especially grateful to
heaven. I did loose a good lodge
Michael Deresh at the Reunion
Our gratitude to Everett &
the former CO, our own Matty
brother for we were in both
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
Irene Tapp for bringing John Urban ~nd National Secretary,
organizations together. Hoping
These members have moved to
Zulkiewski with them. He Dan Qumn who sent him a list of
to hear more good news from
Florida.
lo~ked f~ne and. really enjoyed about 1,100 names. Gerald is
As for regular Chapter. our members of the 9th Div.
bemg WIth the "Gang" again. planning on a "F" Co. CP at the
Sincerely,
business the following ocHe thanked everyone for all the Reunion and offered to work on
Harry Wax
curred: President Al Orletti
good wishes during his recent any of our Convention Comopened the meeting with the
"sick leave".
mittees. That's great.
MEMORIAL
SERVICES
pledge of allegiance and a
Rodger & Jennie Alsgaard
This year's first National
On May 12, 1979 the New York
moment of silence for our
and Tom & Gerrie Hatton Board of Governors Meeting
Chapter held its' Annual
departed comrades. Treasurer
shar~d the ride that day, as will be held on Saturday, May
Memorial Services at Long
Irving Feinberg was happy to
they ve so many times in the 19th. It will be an extremely
I~land National Cemetery,
report that the treasury was in
pa~t. The long miles slip by tight schedule that weekend.
Pmelawn, New York. We had a
good shape. Secretary Art. SchqUickly when you are in fine There is a wedding to go to on
large attendance despite a
company.
Frida.y night. The following
midt read the correspondence.
rainy and cloudy day. At 11:00
Adolph Wadalavage reported
It was John & Thelma
mornmg Bob DeSandy and I
a. m. President Alfred Orletti
the death of George Fraenkel on
Obermiller's first Meeting since will head for Pittsburgh to
called the troops and ladies into
January 9th, 1979. Emil Langer
his retirement. No doubt about attend the Meeting. We will hit
formation. With President
reported the illness of Charles
it,. his !Iew way of life agrees the road the same evening
Orletti and the color bearers
Jensen, Co. A, 47th, and
WIth hIm and we wish John because of our May 20th
leading we marched to the flag
requested that a Get-Well Card
many happy care-free years MeI?~rial Program.
pole. Services were held with
ahead.
BIlhe & Marilyn Martin are
be sent to Comrade Jensen on
dignity and proper respect for
behalf of the Chapter. George
Ed & Marge Wtsniewski too'k off un another ~ri~. Th.is time
our departed comrads. A
Baku donated a bottle of Haig
time again from their busy they are vacatIomng m Porwreath was placed at the flag
and Haig.
schedule atW it w s nice having t~gal but expe:t t~ return in
po~e. Then ... President Or~tt.l
MEMBERSHIP DRIVE
them. Ed reca~d the truQit o~e for the ~emonal.
....
saId a prayer for oUl'""depwted .~ accident that w~s mentioned by
Dave Gelman opined that
""The reputatIon as a Traveling
comrads. He asked that those
since we were losing members,
James MacManus in the "Mail Chapter. go~s. ?n, as Elmer
present say a silent prayer.
a concerted effort should be
Call" of last NOv.-Dec. issue of Wagner ,IS vIsltmg the British
After the formal services we
made to 'bring out more
The Octofoil. He sent Jim a note Isles. He 11 ,return ~ day late for
visited the graves of our
members to the meetings, in
and received an appreciative the Me~~rtal SerVIce. Our deep
departed comrads, including
particular those members who
reply.
While discussing the appreciatIon for his ?onation of
those of John Rizzo, Dominick
have retired and therefore
incident, John Zulkiewski was $20 to the Scholar~hIp F.und in
Miele, and the son of Past
should have more time to attend
able to fill in some details Memory of Maunce MItchell.
President Joseph Kearns and
meetings. Emil Langer offered
because he happened to be in
Felice Guglielmino. Al Orletti
to print a special insert for the
NATIONAL CONVENTION.
that
ill-fated accident and was
made an announcement that we
meeting notice to this effect.
The Chapter didn't plan any
one
of
the
survivors.
would have our usual picnic at
group transportation to this
Floyd
&
Lee
Hennessey
told
Bethpage State Park, refreshyear's Reunion because of so
INVITED TO PUERTO RICO
us about their recent Florida
ments to be served. The writer
many different
vacation
Herminio Suarez reported
vacation. Everything was
somehow got lost in trying to get
schedules by its Members.
that he had visited Carlos
wonderful
until
they
stopped
in
to Bethpage State Park, but
However, a good turn-out is
Esteva, Co. G. 39th, in Puerto
Hudson, on the way back home.
with perseverance I also got
expected at this first Reunion in
Rico, and that the latter offered
An
intended
surprise
visit
there. Everyone was relieved
Florida.
to supply all liquor free and to
t~rned into sadness when they
because I had to pay the bills for
The "GUYS & GALS" Booster
arrange for low low hotel rates
first
learned
that
Mauri
Mitthe groceries and other refreshif the Association should hold a
chell passed away and was laid page in the Journal will have
ments. Henry Dietrich, Frank
Reunion in Puerto Rico.
to rest a week before. Vi sent over a hundred names entered.
Fazio, Al Orletti, Nick Palega,
A Memorial
Scholarship
George Bako reported that 25
the Chapter a grateful
acGeorge Bako, and Irving
Donation will be presented at
members were present. Alfred
knowlegement
for
all
the
exGreenberg kept the fires going
the Banquet. We are hoping to
Seeley won 1st Prize of three
pressions of sympathy.
and supplied the group with
ha.ve our regular Chapter CP at
New York State LotteryTickets ;
HAVEN'T
HEARD
plenty of hot dogs, hamburgers,
thIS Convention as we had
John Morris won two tickets;
Bill & Dolores Zimmerman
We stayed
and
sausages.
and Herminio Suarez won one
like the rest of us are wondering through the years.
on despite the weather.
ticket.
what became of Frank Mor- FAREWELL TO SUMMER
'
Arthur R. Schmidt,
bitzer. We haven't heard from OUTING.
Chapter Secretary
The date and place for this
him since our Outing in
Harrison last year. Attempts to 3~nual late August get-together
contact him are still being WIll be announced at our Picnic.
made. There are other Mem- On the Agenda will be the
bers who were away for quite Nominations of Officers for the
some time and we'd really be coming year. A great crowd had
happy to hear from them. How always attended this final event
about
sending
in
the of another Summer and Jet's
Questionnaire just to let us hope that the gasoline situation
know if you wish to remain on does not change any of that.
the mailing list.
MICHIGAN-ILLINOIS
A letter from Kleb & Vi Stock- OUTSTATE
MEETING.
Chairman, Bill Andrews and
ford just missed our last Notes.
The news was not good as he his Committee are working on
underwent a serious operation this 3rd Annual event to be held
Mi.
last March. Their note was read in the Grand Rapids,
and everyone joins us in wishing
area on October 20th. The
him an early recovery.
details will be announced at the
Talked with Paul Pryjmak on Convention.
:::;:;;:}W:\il.ili: ..
. ~::::.
the phone and Gerrie is also
Two "old timers" from the 39th
t'
.
. : .: :
.
Respectfully,
Carl
.
mee Ing In Puerto RICO.
recuperating after surgery,
os B. E~teva welcommg Herminio Suarez to the Land of
John Bonkowski, Sec.
Get-well wishes were sent from
Eter?al .SprIng. Carlos has invited the Association to hold
(313-527-2160)
the Chapter.
reUnIon m Puerto Rico.
a
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Traveling clown road 01 history
Let's skip forward to a few
years ago. The following letter
from Heydte was received by
Silberberg. ~ll of us in the 47th.
should be more and more proud
of our regiment, especially
when considering the intense
anti-German feeling we had
during December 1944:

A MEMORY FROM THE
PAST-BATTLE OF
THE BULGE
Those of you who were
present in the Ninth and
specifically the 47th. Infantry,
more specifically Company I of
the 47th. may remember the
situation inmid-December1944.
MISSIONTO DISRUPT TRAFFIC
On the 21st, a small group of
German parachutists were
rounded up by Company I of the
47th. which was searching the
town of Monschau. In all, 80
prisoners were captured. These
parachutists were trying to
return to the German lines after
having landed in the Eupen
area. It was the remainder of
Task Force
VON
DER
HEYDTE. Their mission was to
disrupt traffic over the Eupen-Malmedy road. It was commanded by Colonel Baron Von
del' Heydte whose command
consisted of 5 companies of 150
men each. The mission was a
failure and only 200 men
reached the rendezvous after
jumping. The situation was
obscure to Heydte and he told
his men to a bandon their
equipment and head for the
German lines in groups of three
men each.
PRIZE BOOMERANGS
The reason that so many of
these parachutists were captured in and around Monschau
is one of the prize boomerangs
of the war. Heydte's radio had
broken down and he was out of
contact. The last he had heard
was that Monschau was in
German hands. The rest is
history. The 47th. mopped them
up in groups. On 22d. of
December the 47th. received a ..,
message as follows:
" -----1 tried to meet German
troops, I surrender because 1",-,
am hurt and ill and at the end of
my physical forces. Please be
kind enough to send me a
doctor and an ambulance,
because I am lying in bed at
Bouscheens and am waiting for
your helD and your orders."
VALIANT REGIMENT
It was signed by Von der
Heydte. The 47th. rounded up
the remainder of the parachutists including the wounded
Heydte. It is of great credit to
the valiant regiment that
Heydte was
treated
so
humanely during this period.
Heydte was treated by doctors
of the 47th and interrogated by
Capt. Dave Silberberg, Chief of
the 47th's M.l. Det.

October 5th. 19-Freiherr (Baron von der Heydte
Professor an del'
Universitat Wurzburg.
Dear Mr. Silberberg!
I just received your kind
letter of September 13th, when I
came back from Spain where I
had to lecture in summer
schools.
May I thank you very much
for your letter and for what you
said.
The Colonel von der Heydte
you heard of when you were in
the vicinity of Monscahu was
indeed me, and I was taken
prisoner by the U.S. 47th. Infantry Regiment. I was treated
by your comrades in a very
human, chivalric way and all
help was given to me.
So, I am glad to hear at least
if one American who served
with this gallant regiment, and
to express my gratitude I feel
toward his comrades.
Your letter is proof that the
spirit I could experience when I
was taken prisoner, was inspiring the whole regiment, and
your kind and sympathetic
words really gave me great
satisfaction at the moment I
was attacked in such an insolent
way by some old Nazis.
I hope to hear from you again,
and am with best regards.
Sincerely Yours,
Baron von del' heydte (Signed)
~

TWO GREAT COMMANDERS
Looking, back on my 33 years
of military ·service, I am most
proud of my five years in the
47th Regiment. A great deal of
credit to this fine regiment
should go to its two great
commanders; General Randle
who trained it in its infancy and
General George Smythe, the
grea t Army All-American
quarterback who kept it on the
right track. The above letter
just proves that it was a gallant
and humane regiment who in
eight campaigns of World War
II never gave an inch to rts
enemies.
Col. Randy Bryant, Ret.
15640 SW 85 Ave
Miami, FL, 33157

To "B" (47th) Or Not To "B".
"----Reilly! ---Forte! ---Fuller! --Herman! ---Taubner! ---Palega!-O.K.Palega, let's go, Soldier! "
No one reading this can ever
forget the anticipation of the
mail calls of the yester-years-stateside or overseas, it was the
only and all important link with
"back home"--it's loved, admired and respected--family,
friends and acquaintences.
---Well, the "mail calls" of this
"Baker
Company"
correspondent recently
received "letters from 3
Guy's"---each of great interest
in different ways.
Letter 1.-- arrived from Jack
DiSanto in Burlington, Vt.-Jack and Kay were announcing
the forthcoming marriage of
their daughter, Terry, --The
happy event to take place
Saturday July 7th. "Beco"
sends it's best wishes to Terry
and Bob for every happiness.-Grace and I will be extending
"our best" in person. "Jake", a
New York transferee, has been
with the Dept. of Immigration
in Burlington for some 30 years
and upon retirement he and Kay
will be Florida bound.
Letter 2. --arrived from George
Bently, Jr. - a now retired tool
and (he-maker, George spends a
good deal of his lovely free time
fishing the lakes and streams
surrounding Conyers, Ga .-George enclosed several "then
and now" photos induding a
picture of his lovely wife. Jane,
and son George, numero tres.
Letter :L -- Just arrived from
our
recently
returned
crosscountrv tra·velers, Pat and
Ann. -- a· most interesting.
detailed re-cap of a truly enviable trip covering some 8000
miles over some 58 days. We're
pleased to learn the "Morano's"
so completely enjoyed their trip
and now safel vat home
.'reflecting and-recuperating ~ ..
.'Wherefore
art
thou,
Romeo's" is still hot in pursuit
an we're gonna git'cha one day~
This month we're seeking out
these three Ohio buddies - Pat
Frailly, in Massillon? - Art
Slageter, in Cincinnati') and
Bob Edie in ???? We'd appreciate hearing from any
reader of this column having
knowledge of men listed.

REQUEST FOR ROOM RFSERVATIONS

FOR 9th INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION
REUNIOr
GALT OCEA:'-i MILE JTEL
32 GALT OCEA!\ .1' rVE
FORT LACDERDALE. t ·fUDA 33308
K,';SERVATION CUT-OFF
DATE: JULY 15,1979

JULY 2;:5-29.
) 1 PERSOl\;
) 2 PERSONS -

$21.00
ROOl\l

-.\ f~.r{i\·AL DATE·
$2(

i)i,i

OEP\RTURE DATE
3RD &: 4TH PEHSONS AT $3.UO per person additional. Children
under 12 sharing with parents - no charge Maximum 4 persons
per room. PLEASE ADD 4 PERCENT SALES TAX. SPECIAL
CONVENTIO;,\ RATES APPLY 3 DAYS BEFORE & AFTER
CONVENTION DATES.
NAMES OF OTHER PERSONS IN 'lOCH HESERVATION:
NO. OF PERSONS

TELEPHONE: 305-564-8581

PLEASE INCLUDE ONE NIGHT'S DEPOSIT

Roger Gartland is shown comparing notes with the "Colonel"
(;eneral Randle former CO, of the 47th Infantry. The General
writes that he will be at this reunion. Roger also of the 47th
cannot attend this year but will "see us in Worcester" in the
Fall. (This photo was taken at the Atlanta reunion in 1974)

+++

HAPPINESS IS

Vacation and "Re-union" time
-trust we'll be seeing many of
our old friends down in Ft.
Lauderdale.
To "B" or not to "B" will "B"
in the able hands of Pat Morano
next issue. You'all have a
wonderful Summer-y'hear?

The
Army
Sergeants
Associa lion (TASA),
representing all U.S. army
enlis ted personnel has been
founded with headquarters in
the Washington, D.C. area.
TASA is a patriotic, nonprofit
organization for the active
reserve and na tional guard
soldiers and retirees. Its purposes are to assist in maintaining a strong national
defense, to secure public
recognition of the vital contribution the enlisted corps
makes to the nation's security,
and to improve the quality of
life for soldiers and their
families.

Lt. Col. August Von Der Heudte, captured German Parachute
Commander is evacuated to the rear for further Medical
treatment from the 1st Bn 47th Infantry Medical Aid Station.

+++

For further information write
The
Army
Sergeants
Association, Post Office Box
34930, Washington, D.C. 20034.

Last summer nearly 1,400 employees, their'familiE's and friends.
journeyed to Whalom Park in Fitchburg. :\lassachusE'tts for
their annual Company picnic. All thE' anivals werE' IIl('t ".'
"Freddie the Clown," otherwise known as Fred f)'AnlOn' (I:»tll
Engineers) who greeted each child with halloons ami tootSiE'
pops. (Atta boy Freddie.)

THE OCTOFO'l
PO dox 2:68

F. Co. 47th
ED "HOPPlE" HOPKINS
110 Hollywood Avenue
Metuchen, N.J. 08840
The men of F. Company 47th
are starting to respond to my
letter of last month. To date, I
have received checks from
Stanley Putt, Charley Williams,
Bob DeSandy, and Chuck
Koskie. Stan and Gloria Putt
called me as soon as they
received the letter to inform me
that they were sending along
their check, and also that they
were on their way to Florida at
that time - kind of an advanced
d(>tail to scout out the beachhead.
Publication of this letter will
serve as a reminder to the
others to start their checks
coming to me soon so we can
have as good a C P at the Galt as
we had last year in Phila. I hope
the boys from the South, like
Felton Jones and Earl Wilkey,
are contacting some of those
Florida, Georgia, Alabama and
Carolina men. I'm going to drop
General Randle a note inviting
him to sample some of the F.
Company hospitality.
I've written to three of our
former C.O. 's: Smith, Geyer
and Jones. I certainly hope to
see all three of them there.
Smith traveled over twelve
hundred miles two summers
ago to visit with Felton Jones,
Wilkey and me. There's no
telling how far he's willing to
travel to visit with some thirty
or thirty-five of his men. Otto
Geyer was in the process of
buying a condominium in
Florida when we were having
our Reunion in Philly last
summer. This year he'll have
the opportunity of visiting it.
Jack Ginn wrote and told me
that he was in process of.
retiring to Florida at the s-ame
time. Now,l hope to see him
our reunion. I didn't know
Charles Jones, but I heard
many good things about him
and would like to meet him.
I guess many guys will get
their checks to me between now
and the time of publication of
the Octofoil. To them I say
"Thanks". You others get your
checks in soon.
I just got off a letter to
General Maness inviting him to
our C.P. - Company F, 47th
Infantry C.P., that is. I have
already received an acceptance
from General Randle, as well as
from two of our old company
commanders, F.M. Smith and
Otto Geyer. Both made a
generous contribution to the
cause. In addition to the above,
I have heard from Stanley Putt,
Charley
Williams,
Bob
DeSandy,
Chuck
Koskie,
William McDonald,
Paul
Giarraputo, Ed Netta, Vincent
Guglielmino, Larry Ghere,
George King, Rud Hoffman and
Earl Wilkey and Smig Tokarchek. George King and Rud
Hoffman may not be able to
make it. I know that Felton
J ones and Frank Gonzol will be
there and many others. This
reunion is shaping up as even
bigger than last year, Dan.
Along with all the joy of
hearing from so many great
guys there arrived a sad note in
the form of a letter from Maxine
Kolander informing me that her
husband Ortwin "Korky"
Kolander died of a heart attack
in 1970. I remember Korky as a

Smig
Tokarcheck is going to fly down
with me.
Last night my. neighbor Mike
Yednak of 47th Anti-Tank Co.
dropped by with his Anti-Tank
buddy Joe Vanni and Emil
Langer from Company A. Both
Emil and Joe are retired. They
all looked good. They didn't
have time to stop in for a drink
so it was a short visit. Emil will
be in Ft. Lauderdale and last
night Mike said that he may
make it.
Back in November I received
a letter from Ken Yennie who
had just returned from a trip to
England and France where he
had visited many of the areas
the Ninth had been including
Abuford, Armhorth, Cherbourg
and Port Bail. He found the
crossroads (now paved) where
Col. Johnson was killed and the
spot where he himself had been
wounded at Cherbourg. He
enclosed a picture of himself
taken at Utah Beach. It is in
color but maybe you can use it.
Ken was at our Reunion last
year in Philly, and I sure hope
to see him and his lovely wife
visit our C P at Fort Lauderdale. He was a good officer.
Dan, take care. I'll see you at
I"ort Lauderdale.

cheerful soldier in our second

year, visiting with our families.

at

platoon, helpful and gutsy. He
had been an elementary school
principal for many years and
for the three years preceding
his death a curriculum coordinator. Many men will be
saddened when they read of
Korky's death in the Octofoil.

26th F .A. & 39th Inr.
BILL ANDREWS
5780 Alpine N. W.
Comstock Park, Mich
Dear Dan: Finally got reinforcements for me in the
Michigan Chapter with Calvin
Daniels coming to his first State
meeting and summer picnic
after being in the area for 27
years and never knowing about
the association. The whole day
was spent getting to know each
other all over again and I know
we will see each other on a
regular basis from now on.
K Co. 39th Inr.
EDWARD B. BAILEY
P.O. Box 577
Demopolis, Ala. 36732
Dear Dan: My check enclosed
for my dues. The Mar.-Apr.
Octofoil was very interesting to
me as several guys from the
39th had sent in letters. Wish I
could remember the fellows but
I was in G. E and F Companies
and finally got hit as Captain of
K Company in the Hurtgen
mess. That ended me. I was
shipped backtothe states and in
several hospitals for a year. I
have several letters from a few
with whom I served. I was
fortunate to have two Silver
Stars put on me, one by Gen.
Eddy and one by Gen. Patton. A
Bronze Star and a couple of
Purple Hearts were also put on
me. I was going to ask Gen.
Eddy to come to Demopolis for
a Rotary Club talk, however, I
learned that he had passed
away. Certainly wish I could
make the 34th reunion and I just
may do that. I would be so glad
to hear from anyone having
served with me. Regards and
wishing all a fine reunion.

34th F.A.
SHELDON B. STODDARD
122 Meadow Rd.
Portsmouth, N.H. 03801
Time to catch up with my
Octofoil dues. Moved from
North Carolina to New Hampshire las t year.
Have had a very enjoyable
Best wishes to all in the
Association, but especially to
the 34th F.A. Bn. gang.
Dead~lne for

376AAA
GEORGE WALDRON
3801 Soquel Drive
Soquel, Cal. 95073
Enclosed find two year
subscription. In various letters I
have written to the column, I
hdven't heard from anyone
from C & D Battery 376 AAA.
Being in a bastard outfit attached to the Ninth from
Salisbury to the Bulge we gave
air protection from the German
bombers and mostly fighter
aircraft. I have never seen the
history of the 376 AAA Bn. but I
remember hearing Capt. Oakey
saying that we had 71 Kraut
planes to our credit (The
Battalion) and three American
2 P 47's that strafed us in convoy
as we were entering Belgium.
At Cherbourg the two 47's made
a run and killed and wounded 9
guys from 6 gun crews. When
they came around for a second
stafing we let them have it.
A couple hours after we shot
them down an order came from
Bn. Hq. wanting to know who
shot them down. Nothing was
mentioned about the fact of five
guys killed by our heroic airforce and their drunken pilots.
That ain't so bad when you
realize the combined allied
airforce U.S., Polish, Canadian,
Austrahan. Zealand and British
bombed most of the 9th, 1st.,
29th and other divisions at St.
Lo. We lost two good Generals
there, Leslie McNair and
Kermit Roosevelt. The whole
problem with the airforce
during Normandy was the
weather, if it was bad the
fly boys were in London or
other big towns on pass drinking
it up, when the weather cleared
they were called back to base
with foggy heads for missions in
Normandy. So the crosses are
the end results. Not including
those who were wounded by our
own people, I have come to the
conclusion that war is'stuPid it
serves no useful purpose other
than propagating politicians.
We beat the I(.rauts and now we
owe them 41 billion bucks in
balancf' of payment. The Japs
we owe :>9 billion dollars To the
victor goes the spoils \.Julius
Ceasar) doesn't fit into present
day standards. George Long of
Pittsburgh, Pa. told me that a
dear friend of mine Lenny
Christianson born III Goetshurg,
Sweden is living in Lower
Manhattan. I contacted the
Police Department, Red Cross
to investigate to get in touch
with Lenny to no avail. I need to
find myoid buddies. If you know
of anyone from the 376 AAA,
please contact me.
60th Inf., E. Co.
ART LOUGHER
108 Elm Street
Waverly, N.Y. 14892
Just a line to let you know that
there are still some pretty good
guys around as per enclosed
letter. I just received my
Odofoil and I must write to
Charles Snyder Co. E. 60th. I'm
sure between the two of us some
incident might bring some
recall. Yes, Sgt. Heaps was
there but I believe he got hit.
Boy, it's a good thing you can
read my shorthand.

Co. I, 47th Inf.
LESTER SCHWEAR
RR 1
Windfall, Inc. 46076
Thanks for sending my dues
notice, time does something. I
would like to hear from Donald
J. Carter of Syracuse, N.Y. an
old I Co., 47th, then he went on
to Cannon Co. Also Bernard
Blake.

copy oftbe ned issue of tbe OctofoU will

b~ Aug 20 th
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3rd Bo. 47th
34th F.A.
WILLIAM TANNER
LEON R. BIRUM
P.O. Box 733
911 W. Division St.
Union City, Tenn. 38261
Union City, Ind. 47390
It was certainly good to see a
Just by chance in glancing
through latest issue of copy of the Octofoil again.
American Legion magazine, I Somehow I let my subscription
noticed the announcement of expire, and I have certainly
Division Reunion. Like hun- missed it. Please reinstate me,
dreds of other 9th Div. men I and get it coming again. Thanks
was
a
member
when so much for contacting me.
Association was first formed. I
Co. E. 47th Inr.
attended Reunion in Columbus,
CHARLES MARALDO
Ohio in 1946.
171 Bryson Avenue
Through the
years,
I
Staten
Island. N.Y. 10302
neglected to pay dues and lost
I would like to donate a little
contact with the Association
to the Memorial Fund. I missed
and all other members of 34th
the trip last year but I'll make it
F.A. I still have copies of Octhis year.
tofoi! published 47' and 48' and
See you at the Reunion in
read every word of the one I
Florida.
received today about the
Reunion.
709th LM Co.
As years go by names, dates
GEORGE F. ABRAMS
and events grow dimmer, but I
6314 Brok Ave.
still talk about the Big War
Baltimore, Md. 21206
when someone will listen.
Here again are the yearly
I am probably the only 9th
dues. Will see you in Florida. !
Div. Veteran that has the Ochope some of our gang will be
tofoil painted (5ft. Dia.) on the
there. I've only seen Victor
end of my barn, just below
lately. There was a Lt. Porrier
peak of roof. It has been there
tha t I spent some time on adfor five years and I have yet to
vance
detail with and at time
have someone to acknowledge
drove Col. Childs. I wonder if
its meaning.
someone could give me any
I have a copy of 9th Div. Art.
information on them and other
published in 1941. This was sent
members of our company, that
to me by James Swotchak,
we haven't seen or heard from
Mass. and also 9th Div. History.
lately.
plus numerous other WWII
books.
M.P. and Q.M.
Just reading the Octofoil
BOB SLAPINSKI
.~today and writi~this letter..
6~ Balboa LlHle
. brings back a Oood of memories
.of friends, an<;fevel1ts of the 9th . Apollo Beach. Florida 33570
1 spent time..With
M:P. for
Division. .
. -.
-«
AtTIca, Sicily and England.
.~
I was transferred to W.M. and
60th lnf
stayed there until discharged.
SCOTTY HIRST
Gustav-Freytage Strasse 6
Federal Republic Germany
1st Bo. Hq.
Before I depart on Sunday for
Co. 47th Inr.
a week's business trip to ROY A. PETERSON
France, I did wish to get these 17 Solow Lane
two newspaper articles off to East Northport, N.Y. 11731
you. I know your tenure in
After 43 years I'm retiring
Germany was not long enough from Bank and moving to Long
for you to master the language,
Island. My new address is listed
but either way, I did have to above.
send them to you. They
illustrate the job this guy in
Co. F. 47th Inr.
Remagen is performing in an GEORGE H. KING
(written by wife Mary)
all-out effort to come up with
funds which will permit him to 44 Park Street
construct his museum. He's Phelpa. N.Y. 14532
doing an outstanding
effort
Am I ever in the "Dog House"
(word outstanding looks a bit - almost got fired as a matter of
long!) - and he'll need the help fact! For the first time in some
from all former 9th (European- thirty-odd years I forgot tosend
guyS) people to make it a
in George's 9th Division dues.
success. To date we've made My only excuse is an old one the most appreciable 'contribu- "the old grey mare ain't what
she used to he" - so be it.
tion'.
Seriously, dues enclosed and
Either way, Dan - spread the
word. Personally, I'll be home my apologies for goofing off.
All's well. George has decided
in June after my business trips
to Avignon (France) next week he'll let me stay if I don't do it
and a trip to Crete the end of the again for 33 years.
month. First to our youngest
son's graduation from RanA. Btry. 34th F. A.
dolph-Macon
College
in
WILLIAM C. GRECO
Ashland, Virginia (3 June) and
205 Sibley Ave.
then on to Boca Raton (FL) with
Taylor,Pa.18517
him for a couple of weeks and
Dear Dan: Hope it's not too
then fly up to Southampton
la te to have our name in the
(NY) for a few weeks with my
booster column. Bill was supwife's sister. We'll depart for
posed to send this in and as
home from Kennedy on July 6
usual he never has the time or
next! As you see, Dan, I do not
better. no patience. He's been
have the special time to make
quite busy in his business right
the conventions - but I DO wish
now with the plant and flower

's

to be remembered and would

like to (one time) hear from
some guys from George
Company of the 60th or from the
2d Medical Battalion! The guys
whom I remember best from
Wolfen and from Manching Warmest regards to ALL

season. I help out as much as I
can which is good exercise for
me, have to keep in shape. Hope
all goes well by July 25th. See
you all in Fort Lauderdale.
(Please turn to Pa~e 4)

